NATIONALISM REVISITED

Classics 597

Instructor:  Prof. Gregory Jusdanis

Office: 272 University Hall; 292-3785     jusdanis.1@osu.edu  (I do not accept assignments through email.)    


Department:  Greek and Latin, 414 University Hall; Tel. 292-2744

Office Hours:  Fridays. 8:30-10:30, or by appointment

Description:  The aim of the course is to rethink nationalism, one of the most contested and troubling movements of our time.  While the first couple of weeks will deal with introductory material the course will be devoted primarily to rethinking nationalism.  Rather than representing nationalism simply as a backward looking force hostile to peace and progress, we will also try to see its positive contributions to the history of humanity over the last few centuries in the promotion of progress and the fight against imperialism.  This will be a provocative, state-of-the-art course, challenging received notions of the nation, identity, ethnicity, culture, citizenship, and globalization.  It will consider the situation in the United States as well as in other countries around the world.  The course will end with a consideration of alternative conceptions being discussed today on governance.  Questions we will ask:  When did nationalism arise?  Is it an old or new phenomenon?  Will people continue to be attracted to nationalism in the age of globalization?  Will we see the end of the nation-state?  What entities could replace it?

Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for the course but students must have senior standing.

Objectives: As a GEC Capstone Experience Course, this class will strive to develop a) an understanding of the issues involved in the rise and subsequent spread of nationalism; b) improved skills in analysis and interpretation of texts about nationalism, c) improved understanding of issues relevant to the discussion and representation of nationalism; d) and to demonstrate such skills and understanding orally and in writing.

Assignments: You will write two term papers of no fewer than 7 typed, double-spaced, 250 words per page, font size 12, on topics assigned by me.  Only typed papers will be accepted. The grade will be marked down by 1/3 mark for each day (not class) that passes after their due day.  Papers submitted after class will be considered late. 

Attendance: You will be required to arrive on time and participate regularly in class discussions. It will be your responsibility to sign up the attendance sheet.  If you are absent for more than two classes without a written excuse from a doctor or an explanation of a family emergency, you will lose two points from your final grade for each missed class. Consistent late attendances will be regarded as an absence. 

Participation:  You are expected to come to class having completed the reading assignments for that particular day and to participate regularly and energetically.  Students who ask questions and volunteer comments without being asked will get an “A” for the participation grade.  Those who come to class every day but do not participate will get a “C.”

Academic Misconduct

Academic misconduct is a violation of the code of Student Conduct. The University defines academic misconduct as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the institution, or subverts the educational process. Some examples are copying other people’s work, having others write a paper for you, or cheating on examinations. For more information please go to http://www.osu.edu/offices/oaa/procedures/index.htm.

Disability Accommodation

If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

Grades:  Research papers 60%, participation 10%, final examination 30%.

Required Texts:

Gregory Jusdanis The Necessary Nation; John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith eds. Nationalism; John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith eds.  Ethnicity.

The other readings in the course have been placed on reserve in the Main Library.  It is your responsibility to go to the library and read them.  You may copy these chapters at your convenience.  A copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers will be also be placed on reserve.

Weekly topics

WEEK ONE:  What is ethnicity? What is nationalism?  Jan 6, 8

   1. Introduction


2 Hutchinson and Smith Nationalism 15-46, Ethnicity 1-31.

WEEK TWO:  Why and How did nationalism appear?  Jan 13, 15

1 Hutchinson and Smith Nationalism 47-113, 132-159.

2 Jusdanis 17-43; Debate: “Patriotism is destructive for people and societies”

WEEK THREE: Why are people saying such bad things about nationalism? Jan. 20, 22

1 Jusdanis 1-16, Hutchinson and Smith Nationalism 241-286.

2 Michael Ignatieff Blood and Belonging 1-16; writing seminar.

WEEK FOUR:  Does nationalism cause ethnic conflict?  Jan. 27, 28


1  Hutchinson and Smith Ethnicity 278-341.


2  Susan Olzak The Dynamics of Ethnic Competition and Conflict 15-47.

WEEK FIVE: Nationalism and the resistance to colonialism.  Feb. 3, 5

1 Partha Chatterjee Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World 1-35; Frantz Fanon The Wretched of the Earth 206-248
2  No class 

WEEK SIX: The nation as protector of culture. Feb. 10, 12
1  Hutchinson and Smith Ethnicity135-163, 189-227

2 Jusdanis 71-101; Hutchinson and Smith Nationalism 113-131; Essay One Due
WEEK: SEVEN Nationalism and progress. Feb. 17, 19

1 Jusdanis 102-133

2 Debate:  “All forms of ethnic and national identification are bad and should be overcome.”
WEEK: EIGHT A Civic Nationalism? Feb. 24, 26

1 Jusdanis 134-165

2 Maurizio Viroli For Love of Country 18-40, 161-87.
WEEK: NINE Does globalization spell the end of nationalism? Mar. 3, 5

1  Hutchinson and Smith Ethnicity 348-378

2 Hutchinson and Smith Nationalism 287-325.

WEEK TEN: Federalism. Mar. 10, 12

1 Jusdanis166-224

2 Conclusion.  Essay Two Due.
Grading of Papers:

Correct grammar, lucid writing, organization of ideas, examination of issues (and not just themes), and reasoned argument based on ideas (rather than personal experiences) are very important in this class. It is expected that you will have a clear thesis statement in your introduction and then develop your argument persuasively, using passages from the texts to back up your views. In short, your paper will be evaluated with respect to form (writing) and content (ideas).

Here are the criteria I will be using to grade your papers:

A. Excellent.   The paper is well written and organized, is interesting and a pleasure to read.  It is free of any grammatical errors. It provides a clear thesis and convincing proof of that thesis, using passages from the texts to support it. It goes beyond the arguments discussed in class and may show some originality in the thesis or its development.

B. Good.   It offers a satisfactory proof of a thesis.  The writing and organization are clear.  The paper may have a few problems in writing, organization, development of the argument, or some misprints.  Basically it is an A paper with some problems.

C.  Satisfactory.  This paper will have more of the above errors such as lack of clear thesis, difficulty in its development, or a flaw in the organization, logic, or writing.  It may, for instance, lack logical transitions between paragraphs; or paragraphs may contain ideas not really connected to one another.  Typically a C paper summarizes texts or positions without analyzing them.

D.  Poor.   This paper may contain many of the above flaws: no thesis, poor writing, many grammatical errors; lack of clarity, problems in organization, little evidence and so on.  It is difficult to read.

E.  Unsatisfactory.  This paper contains an unacceptable number of flaws.

Please keep in mind that one of the most common flaws in undergraduate papers is the absence of a clear thesis statement.  It is important for you to outline in the introduction your argument (i.e. your position) and explain how you will develop it.    





